
Survival and Seasonal Movements During River
Otter Restoration Efforts in West Virginia

Peter J. Tango, Division of Forestry, West Virginia University,
Morgantown, WV26506-6125.

Edwin D. Michael, Division of Forestry, West Virginia University,
Morgantown, WV26506-6125

Jack I. Cromer, West Virginia Department of Natural Resources, P. 0.
Box 67, Elkins, WV 26241

Abstract: During 5 February-l April 1987 we released 13 (8 males:5 females) radio
equipped river otters (Lutra canadensis) into the West Fork River, Lewis County, West
Virginia. Survival through 4 November 1987 was 56.7% (N = 75). After 10 months,
dispersal extended 27.2 km upstream and 23.4 km downstream from the release site.
Seasonal movements for the surviving otters varied from 7.1 km to 57.4 km for females
(N = 2) and 11.1 km to 52.0 km for males (N = 5). Inter- and intrasexual ranges
overlapped 0%-100% each season. Movements illustrated the importance of available
refugia on the stream system in this restoration effort.
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Results of a river otter restoration feasibility study completed in West Virginia
in 1976 by the West Virginia Department of Natural Resources (WVDNR), Wildlife
Resources Division (Bottorff et al. 1976) suggested sufficient suitable river otter
habitat existed in the state. Between 1984 and 1986, 34 otters from North Carolina,
South Carolina, and Virginia were moved to the Little Kanawha River system, West
Virginia (Schreckengast 1988). The West Fork River system juxtaposed to the Little
Kanawha River drainage was chosen as the secondary waterway to receive otters in
1987 and provided another opportunity for a study of dispersal and survivorship of
translocated otters in the state. Our primary objective for the 1987 otter restoration
study was to determine their dispersal and seasonal movements.

Methods

The study area was contained in 3 west central counties of West Virginia:
Lewis, Harrison, and Upshur. The West Fork River flows approximately 188 km

1991 Proc. Annu. Conf. SEAFWA


















