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Abstract: Thirty-nineartificial den structures for raccoons (Procyon Lotor) were exam
ined to determine structure condition and occupancy on 3 areas in central Kentucky.
Thirty-fourof the structures were 6 years old and 11 (32%) of these were considered
habitablefor raccoons. Five of the structures were 3 years old and all were considered
habitableby raccoons. All 16 ofthe habitable structures exhibitedsome type of animal
activity. Data suggest that weathered artificial den structures are used extensively by
a variety of wildlife. Methods of increasing den structure longevity are discussed.
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Increases in the number of raccoon recreationists in many areas of the southeast
ern United States have placed high demands on localized raccoon populations.
Furthermore, increased silvicultural practices are decreasing denning sites for cavity
dependent wildlife (McComb and Noble 1981, Krantz 1985). Butterfield (1954) and
Dorney (1954) suggested that tree dens were not needed for maintenance of high
raccoon populations, but several researchers believe that tree cavities are preferred
by raccoons as denning sites (Stuewer 1943, Whitney and Underwood 1952, Kauf
man 1982, Schneider 1982). Gysel (1961) noted that raccoons were most numerous
in timber stands having the most tree cavities.

In an attempt to maintain or increase raccoon populations, several researchers
have suggested the provision of artificial den structures (Stuewer 1948, Krantz
1985). McComb and Noble (1981) suggested that when artificial den structures are
interspersed with natural cavities, interspecific competition for natural cavities may
be reduced, thus propagating the productivity of cavity-denning species. Successful
use of artificial den structures to manage for raccoons partially depends upon the
longevity of the structures. Typically, artificial den structures receive minimal use
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