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The problems of weed control can be greatly reduced in farm ponds, if the
pond edge is deepened so there are no water areas shallower than 18 inches and
the recommended fertilization program is followed from the time the pond is first
filled with water. Since these practices are not followed in many ponds, and often
even in well-managed ponds some weeds may appear, other control measures are
necessary to eliminate the water weeds.

It is generally recognized by fisheries workers that there are five major groups
of aquatic weeds which must be controlled in a fish pond, if such a pond is to
produce good fishing. These groups are as follows: Filamentous algae, submerged
weeds, emergent weeds, marginal weeds, and floating weeds.

Summarized in Table 1 are methods for controlling weeds in each of these
groups, which have been selected from several references. Information on herbicide
dilution and amount of chemical to give specific concentration in pond water are
given in Tables 2 and 3.
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Table 2. Herbicide dilution table.

% Active % Spray Mixtures
Compound ingredients solution 5 Gals. 100 Gals.
Ester form 2, 4-D 37-40 0.10 1/10 pt. 1 qt.
Ester form 2, 4-D 37-40 0.25 1/4 pt. 2 1/2 qts.
Ester form 2, 4-D 37-40 0.50 1/2 pt. 5 gts.
Ester form 2, 4, 5-T 40 0.25 1/4 pt. 2 1/2 qts.
T. C. A. 90 1.00 1/20 1Ib. 1.1 lbs.
Tide 0.10 1/10 pt. 1 qt.

Note: 1 p.p.m. of a chemical in pond water is 2.7 lbs. of chemical per acre foot. 1
acre foot is the volume of water in an area of 1 acre and 1 foot deep.

Table 3. Amount of chemical required to give a definite concentration in pond

water.
% Active Concentration Amount per
Chemical ingredient p-p.m. acre foot (1)
Copper Sulphate 100 1.0 2.7 lbs.
Delrad 50-S 50 0.2 1.0 Ibs.
Delrad 70 70 0.2 0.75 1bs.
Sodium Arsenite
Atlas “A”, 4 lbs./gals. (Asg0g) 4.0 3.0 gals.
Penite 6, 9.5 Ibs./gals. (Asy03) 4.0 5.0 qts.

Note: 1 p.p.m. of a chemical in pond water is 2.7 lbs. of chemical per acre foot. 1
acre foot is the volume of water in an area of 1 acre and 1 foot deep.
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