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Abstract: Fishery surveys utilizing electrofishing and gill nets have documented natural
reproduction of striped bass in 2 Maryland impoundments: Liberty and Piney Run
reservoirs. Natural reproduction has occurred for 5 years, 1986 through 1990, in Liberty
Reservoir; and for 3 years in Piney Run Reservoir, 1988 through 1990. It was initially
thought that reproduction occurred in Liberty Reservoir because the relatively hard
bottom and high dissolved oxygen levels allowed hatching of striped bass eggs that
descended to the bottom. Recent discovery of natural reproduction in Piney Run
Reservoir, a small eutrophic impoundment, supports the theory that striped bass eggs
may float or remain suspended in the water column until hatching occurs in these
impoundments.
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Introductions of striped bass (Marone saxatilis) into inland waters have gener
ally been done to create a highly desirable sport fishery and to control shad popula
tions (Bailey 1974). Prior to 1980 there had been a few experimental stockings of
striped bass fry, yearlings, and adults into Maryland impoundments. During 1980
the striped bass stocking program began when the Joseph Manning Warrnwater
Hatchery, located in Cedarville, Maryland, began to culture striped bass fry and
fingerlings. Brood fish for hatchery operations were obtained from Chesapeake
Bay tributaries. Striped bass were introduced into several Maryland freshwater
impoundments for the sole purpose of developing a dynamic sport fishery.

Striped bass numbers in Maryland impoundments were thought to be controlla-
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