
PROPOSALS TO BE CONSIDERED FOR ESTABLISHING
MODEV;FIillSHWATER·~()MMERC'(ALFISffiNG

REGULATIONS iN TIlE SOUTII:ERN STATES

By JOHN R. CONDER and DR. GLENN GENTRY

Tennessee Game and Fish Commission

In the states where freshwater commercial fishing is valuable as an industry
that utilizes a renewable natural resource and also serves as a fish management
tool, existing regulations need to be more uniform and liberal, especially in
regard to rough fish removal projects in areas that are normally closed to all
commercial fishing.

Proposals to be considered for the establishment of uniform regulations are
confined to the more expensive and efficient types of commercial fishing gear
and to the manner in which this gear should be fished.

Restrictions on trammel and gill nets, such as the maximum length of any
one net, should be a distance that would correspond with the length (IOO-yard
sections) in which such gear is normally purchased by fishermen from net
companies. The leads and wings of fyke nets should be given similar considera
tion in respect to maximum length and minimum mesh size. Webbing mesh
size for both trammel and gill nets should be the same, since the major differ
ence between the two in freshwater areas is the presence of the large mesh
walling on trammel nets. The mesh size of this walling should also have the
same minimum mesh size as the webbing in trammel and gill nets, with no
restriction on its maximum mesh size.

This uniformity in commercial fishing gear will enable a commercial fisherman
to operate more efficiently by allowing him to use his gear, in which he has
invested several thousand dollars, in harvesting commercial fishes in different
states at the time they are most available.

The distance commercial fishing gear must be kept awaJy from levees, stream
mouths, below dams, and the portion of stream mouths that may be obstructed
by commercial gear should also be uniformly regulated.

Adaptation of more uniform regulations through the south will result in a
liberalization of commercial fishing regulations for some states, which will
enable them to more fully realize the value of commercial fishing in rough fish
removal proj ects.

The following recommended regulations are based on the information in
Tables I through VI that contain the more important excerpts from the com
mercial fishing regulations of eighteen states actively involved in commercial
fishing programs.

Trammel Nets. The minimum mesh size is three and one-half (37:'2) inches *
for webbing and walling; no maximum mesh size for either webbing or walling.t
The maxilnum length of net is 300 yards.

Gill Nets. The minimum mesh size is three and one-half (J,7:'2) inches *; no
maximum mesh size.t The maximum length of net is 300 yards.

Leads and wings. The maximum length of leads and wings is 300 yards.
Restricted Areas to Commercial Gear. Below dams-300 yards; from stream

mouths and levees-l00 yards. Commercial fishing gear is not to obstruct more
than one-half of any stream mouth.

Rough Fish Removal Projects. Non-resident commercial fishermen may be
allowed to participate in rough fish removal projects in states normally closed
to non-resident commercial fishermen.

* Bar measure.
t A restriction on the maximum mesh size for trammel and gill nets often reduces the

efficiency of this gear in taking large buffalo and catfish.

125



TABU I
Table No. 1 - Tr8llUlleJ. net reguletions and charges r'equired by

.states activeq involved in commercial fishing
progr8llls for the year 1960.

Distance Gear Charge or Each
Mesh Sizes Maximum Manner Must Remain Piece f Gear

State (Bar Measure) 1en~h in which From Special Non-
i Gear is Areas or Resident Resident

Min. i Max. Yd. Ft. Fished Structures IUn t ' Cost Unit Cost

!Alabama 1 None None 8(c)(d)
~ mi. below 2

IlJn~o lJ~o IlJn~oin. None dems 100 vds. !i2.ne

8(d) 7 100 vd./dam
1 100 12.~u.

IArkansas 4 in. None None Iione yd. 12So:l None None

8(d) 300 yds. l
100 00-

1linois 2 in. None 100 ft. ~ 3.00 Beort. $40.00

Indiana Not Used in State

8(d)
300 yds. from

Kansas 2 in. None None None stream mouth None None None None

3! in. B(d) 2 .LUU
~ 1.00

100
1$ 1.00entucky None None None 200 Yds. ft. ft.

INone
B luu

Louisiana 3 in. I None None (d) 1 000 yds. yds. ;$ 5.00 None None,
;Minnesota I Not Used in State

8(d)
Il~U feet 1-200 1$12.~0

Missiseippi 3m 4 In. 100C ,frOTl shore yds. 5.00' None None

Missouri
8 I

21. in. 21. in. Non None (d) . 1300 yds. Each it20.00 Each $40.00

Montana I Contract Onl,.

Nebraska l~ in.
B I 2

None None None (d) '300 Yds. None None None None

North Dakota Not Used in State

klk1ahoma 3 in. None None
1 8(a) 300 ft. None NoneNonet None None

~O\lth Dakota 3 in. None None None B(d) Below dams5 None None None: None
3 in. 16 in.

8(d)
300 yds.

Fee O~lYennessee 4 in. None 300 ,1 000 Yds. 6 License

fr exas Regulations set up by Counties an~ locale

1. Nets are not to obstruct half of streem mouth.
2,. BelOW' dams and stream mouth.
3•• Each additional unit or fraction thereof.
4. Must be attended at all times.
5. Approximat ely five miles below dams. .
6. One thousatid yards below Tennessee Val.ley Authority Dams.
7. Drift sets in large rivers.
8. Manner in w'lich gear is fished: (a) stationary sets (~) drift sets

(e) whip. or driven sets (d) no restrictions.
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TABLlt II
Table No. 2 - Gill net regulati ana and charges required by

states aetive1;' involved in cOllllllllreial fishing
programs for the year 1960.

Distance Gear Charge for Each
Manner Must Remain Piece of Gear

stete Mesh Sizes M~JI': n which From Special Non-
(Bar Measure) ear is Areas cr Resident Resident
Min. Max. Yd. ' Ft. Fished Structures un L1; os1; unL1; 091;

Nme INon led)
, mile I

labama 3 in. None 100 yds. None None None j None

iArkonsas None i Non l(d)
100 yds. 12.50 :

4 in. None below dams 100yd, 12.50- None i None

4 in.: l(a)(c) ,
JOO yds' 2 00- L

11inois Nene, 100 ., stream 100 ft. 3.00 300 ft.1I40. 00

ndiona
I

Not Used in State I
I ,

, ,
None ~ None I 1 ! i

Kansas 2 in.: Non (d) None None None None I None

KentuckY
!

l(d) 4 i
3;L in. Nale . None Non 200 yds. 100ft. 1.00 lOOft.$ 1.00

in. 1, None INone
1

cuisiana 3 Non (d) 1 000 vd•• 00 vd 5.00 j None None

l(a)
3uu yds. 1?0 <r 2.~0! •

linneseta 31> in.: None ,000 below dams eMo I 5.00 I None I None
1 . 100-,.,1

1!t12.00 INone! NoneMississippi 3 in. 4 in. 1 00 (a)(c): None 200

Missouri f Not Used in State I i ,

"'ontana i Con1;ract 00ly i
!

I

I! l(d) 300 Yds.
4 i

Nebraska in. None None None None None None; None

!Marth Dakota i I
,

i INet Used in State,
in.!

!
l(a) ! 300 ft. 4 None INoneOklahoma 13 None i None None None None

3i'inJ None iNane
1 !

5 miles4 Bv Contract OnlySooth Dakota None (d) I

rrennessee
i

l(a)(c)l 6~g ~~::s None INone4 in. None! 3001 None None

I
I ITexas
I

set up by Counties and locale iI Regt:lat ions

1. Manner in which e;~ar is fished: (a) stationary sets (b) drift set.
(c) whip sets (d) no restrictions.

2. Amount of stream mouth commercial gear is allowed to obstruct.
3. Amount c'1.arged for each additional unit or fraction'thereof.
4. Distance gear rn-iJ5t be below levees, cams and from stream mouths.
5. One thousand yards below Tennessee V.~ley Authority Dams.
6. Drift sets permitted in the Mississippi River and large rivers.
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1'AnLe:IIi
Table No. 3, ::' Hoop net reglJ18.tions and charg'es re'quired

by-states actively involved in commercial
fishing programs for the year 1960.

. Distance Gear Charge for Each
,

I - ,I Mesh Sizes Haximum [ Hust Remain I Pie:e of Gear

I State (Bar He~sure) Length From Special i Non-
\ Areas or I Resident Resident,

I Min. Hal<. Yds" i Ft. ! Structures Unit Cost Unit Cost

None INone
~ mile ! None ! I NoneAlabama 2 in .. None ,100 yds. NOi18 I None, I I ~ 2.50 i Each [1> 2.50Arkansas 2~ in" None INone None 1100 yds. Each

1 1 First $ 5.0~i First 1$10~002 i
Illinois I l~ in" None None None 300 yds. 1,5 3.00

I.§- 1n<. ,! None i I
~ iIndiana None None 100 feet Each $ 3.00 ! Each 3.00

I
I I I

Kansas I 2 ino None I None I None ! None None None f None None I

i
"

I

Kentucky None None : None None 1 None Each $ 1.00 i Each .t 1.00 I
I ! INone

set of I !
Louisiana 2 in. i None iNane None 15 nets $ 5.00, None " None

Minnesota I Not Used in the
I j i

State I

in .. j None j None
11-15~ 'l> 5.00 I

I iMis sis sippi 3 None None iNets i None None

10 I 1
; , iFirst 1$ 5. O~IFirst ,$12.0~ I

Missouri 22 in. i 22 in. ,'None None ,300 yards 2.0 I 4.0 I

Montana
I

By Contract Only !I

Nebraska l~ in .. i I 'jOO yards
I

NoneNone None None None None I None

North Dakat a None 1 None iNane None 300 yards i Each 5.00 :
,

: !

! I .i !300 feet I !None !Oklahoma 3 in. I None iNane None ; below dams None None ' None
i 15 miles , ,

South Dakota None 11 in. None None I below dams Each 0.75 None
r

None

INone
, : 300 yds'4' I I

Tennessee 3 in. None i None '1,000 yds. None None I None : None

i
Texas Regulat ions set up by Counties and Locale I

1.. Minimum mesh size on Wabash River ..
2. Charge for each additior,al piece of gear.
3. Plus one trot line and one snag line.
4. Ccrnmercial gear of any type is not to be fished within

one thousand yards belO\r1 Tennessee 1Talley Authority Dams.
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TAB~ IV
Table No.4 - Fyke net lead and wing regulations and charges

required by states activ"ely involved in canmercial
fishing programs for the ye8r 1960 ..

I
5.00! !lone None I

I I

Charge ~or Each
Piece f Gear

Non-
Res~dent Resident

unit Cost Unit Cost

lEach $ 1.00 None None

None None None None

Each '!\ 1.00 None ; 1\1one

I

2(a) 100 ft.

2(d) 1 2 yds.

2 (a) I None

Not Used in the State

Not Used in the State

Not USEd in toe State

2 in. :'!one i~one None

24, in. Hone None N:me

l~ in. None None None !
1 in. None 200 1IIol1e !
2 in. I ~one None I N01"'le I

I 'Jone i !
2 in. 20 ft.-

i ,

I I
I
I
I

3 in. iNone i
35 !NoneI

I 1 1

KEntucky

Indiana

Louisiana

Kansas

Illinois

Mississippi·

Minnesota

)1issouri

I
Manner IDistance Gear

Mesh Sizes Maximum n 1ill! ch Must Remain
State ~_rM-__e,,,arsu=r:.;e"')'-t_1=en:::"~gtc.:lh~-1 GF~aSrhe~d' s lFr0m Special

I
-, \.,L A.reas or

Min. Max. Yd. Ft _ Structures

None None

None None:

!
Each '$ 5.00

None ! None

Montana. I ! By Contract Only
'~=::::'::-':='---f---;---r---+--~

Nebraska H in. iNone None ~ None 2 (d) ' 300 yds.

:.'lorth Dakota None !None INone . I None 2Cd) l,ooo ft.

,~T.;:ex::a::s::....__--,- ' "\R.:.:e,,,gu,=l:::at.:.:i:.;o,-,n:.=.'::1 .se:. 'Up by Counties and Locale 1

Oklahoma j 3 tn._ ~'-N'!lne . rii"on."'e--_--_"...c.i"'o"'n"e_·---,2:-,(-"a,-,1_-li~3",0",0,-f=-t~'~_-I-,L",i"c-"er",;::se"--,F-"e",e,-'~I,,-ote....oA",l"lo::ow~e;::d=--
South Dakota! None !ll1in' None I None 2(d) 15 miles3

By Contract Only

I
I 3 6 i I ---; 2 --n''"o''O,:':y;''dC"s-.-+---""-"-==~=il"'---

!Tennessee· in .. i None :No~__\,-,'[",))_(,,,,:...;~,-' c.'",1...,O:;.:O::;O,-"-"-VCd"'S':.;4_--,-,,,Li,,,'c",e,-,n",s;::e,-,-F",ee~0i"n",lV,,-+ __-!'

I
1. Maximum wing length 20 feet, maximum lead length 100 feet.
2. Manner in which gear is fished: (a) stationary sets (b) drift sets,

(c) whip or drive sets, and (d) no restrictions.
3. Bel ow- dams.
4. CCIllIlIerciaJ. gear of arry type is not to be fished within 1,000 yards

of Tennessee Valley Authority Dams. -
5.. Plus one trot line and one snag line...
6$ Twine size used in leads and w-ings must not be less than No.7 in

rtylon and No., 9 in cotton.
7. 'Distance gear must t:e from stre?m m:)uth.
8 0 Amount charged for each additional unit 'or fraction thereof ..
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TABLJ.<; V
Table No. $ - Seines, trot line, and snag line regulations and changes

required by states actively involved in commercial fishing
programs for the year 1960. Regulations governing where
gear can be fished and similar to those controling
trammel and gill nets.

S E I N E TROT LIN E S
STATE

~~~~l
SNAG

Charge per Number of Distance LINES
(Bar Unit of Gear Hooks Between
Measure) Hooks

Alaba:ma Not Listed No Restrictions

Arkansas 2!J: in. 3 100 yds. - $12.00
2

Restricted 100 vds. belo. dams
11 in." wu yds. - ~.L~;uu

Illinois 2;; .in. Non-resident $20.00 100 or.lllore None Not Listed

Indiana 2i i~. 100 yds. - $10.00 Not Listed

Kansas 2 in. Not Listed No Restrictions Not Used

Kentucky 2 in. 100 ft. - $1.00 No Restrictions 1.L$1:5o -

Louisiana 2 in. 100 yds. - $$.00 Unlimited 24 inches Illegal

- $20.00 ~~e;~~
None

Minnesota None $00 ft. $1.2$ Each Not Used
1,000

6
S/llIle as

Mississippi Not Listed $2.$0 None Tro', Line

2* in.
,?O.OO .LOO - )~~.OO

Missouri Non-Resident ShO.OO $2.00 24 inchss Ille2al

Mqntana Contract OnlY

Nsbraska 1.. in. Nons Not Used Not Ussd

North Dakota None $0 ft. - $$.00 10 - $1.00 None Ills2al

Oklahoma Not Legal 100 24 Illegal

None$
None .~5_

South Daleota None UnliJnited .2$- Each Tag Each Tag

3/6 in.
None - Maximum

Tennessee Length - 10 ft. No Restrictioll8

Texas Re2Ulations EstabUshed bv Individual Counties

Virginia 3 in. S$.OO Parmi.t Not Listed None Illegal

1. M:I.nimum mesh sizes.
2. For each unit of gear or fraction thereof.
3. Used during dqlight only.
4. Ssines of It inch mesh have a maximum length of 100 feet, 2t inob

mesh seines have a IIllIJd.mam length of 1,$00 feet.
5. Ssine 18 not to excsed 30 feet in length or 4 feet in depth.
6. Charge for eaoh line over two 100· hook linee.
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TABI,J.<: VI
Table 110. 6 - COIIIIIlflrcial fishing license fees charged

resident and nen-resident fishermen desiring
tc fish in states actively involved in commer
cial fishing programs for the year 1960.

COMM3RCIAL FISHUn LICENSE
STATE

Fees1 Tags2Resident Non-Resident

Alabama $10.00 None None $20.00

Arkansas 2.50 Yes Yes·· . ODen to Residents Onlv

Illinois Yes Yes Special4 --
Indiana 2.50 Yes Yes 16.00

Kansas 12.50 None None 25.00

KentuckY 5.50 Yes Yes 25.50

Louisiana 5.00 Yes Yes Issued for Marine Fishi.M Onl

Minnesota Yes Yes Onen to Residents OnlY

M1.ssiesinoi Yes Yes Onen to Residents Onlv

Missouri Yes Yes Soecial4

Montana Contract Only

Nebraska 15.00 Yes Yes 1.5.00

North Dakota Yes Yes

0Iclah0lllll ,0.00 None None Open to Residents Only

South Dakota Yes Yes Contract3

Tennessee 1,.00 None Yes ,0.00

Texas 2.00 Ta"" on Nets Onlv Contract3

1. Fees are charged for individual gear types.
2. Tags are required for each peice of gear.
3. Open tc contract fishing of tr8llllllel and gill nets.
4. Special charges on individual gear for nen-resident fishermen.
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